Radical movements in Poland – a brief analysis of radical organisations in contemporary Poland (1989 – 2008)
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In Poland, the first radical movements emerged at the turn of the 20th century. Most of them were both nationalistic movements and political parties – the Polish League (Liga Polska), National League (Liga Narodowa), National Democracy (Narodowa Demokracja), Camp of Great Poland (Oboz Wielkiej Polski), National-Radical Camp (Oboz Narodowo-Radykalny), and the All-Polish Youth (Mlodziez Wszechpolska) – and were all inseparably connected with such prominent individuals as Roman Dmowski, Zygmunt Balicki, Wojciech Korfanty, Jedrzej Giertych, Witold Staniszkis, Jan Mosdorf and Henryk Rossman. 
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Their shared goal was to build a monolithic, Catholic and solid Polish state. What is worth emphasising, however, is that almost all of these movements and parties were established before the territory known as Poland had been established on maps, as well in the period between the two World Wars.
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In contemporary Poland, that is since the political and economic system went through the ‘transition’ which started in 1989, a number of serious radical organisations have emerged. Those include the All-Polish Youth, the National-Radical Camp (National Revival of Poland 
) and Blood & Honour (Krew i Honor). The former two are, of course, related to the same movements which had been created a century earlier, and slogans such as ‘God, Honour and Homeland’ still act as the base of their ideology. The latter of the aforementioned groups – Blood & Honour – is part of a much larger movement which had been established in Great Britain in 1987.
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All-Polish Youth, with an official membership of approximately three thousand individuals, was established in 1989 in Poznan (western Poland), by Roman Giertych
. It is closely associated with the League of Polish Families party, and been de facto its youth wing since 2001. 
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Their main objective is “to build a Polish state of Catholicism” (Ideological Declaration of All-Polish Youth, 1989). Its agenda explicitly declares that Polish youth should be raised in a Catholic and patriotic spirit. According to their Statute, All-Polish Youth is both an ideological and social organisation that seeks to shape the character of the Polish youth. 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaMRH4k6ZIw
Continuing the tradition of its precursors, the organisation maintains its aim of educating young people across the whole of Poland, with an ideology aimed at the country’s high school and university students. Its manifesto from 1989 states, for example, that “One's country is the greatest earthly good. After God, your foremost love belongs to the Homeland, and foremost after God you must serve your own country”. Some of the All-Polish Youth members are said to be closely connected with Polish neo-Nazi’s, and a large percentage of its members are made up of ‘skinheads’.
All-Polish Youth is against the following: feminism, liberalism, ethnic, national/ religious/sexual minorities, relativism, tolerance, and Western culture. Their ideology is also, without question, homophobic, nationalistic, racist, sexist and 
xenophobic – in-line with that of Neo-Nazi groups. They organise what they term ‘Marches of Normality’ in the biggest Polish cities – in response to the Marches of Equality that are organised by feminist, disability rights, homosexual and pro-European groups. 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxKSnecgoQk
During these marches, All-Polish Youth activists are often aggressive, violent, and chant slogans such as: “We’ll do to you what Hitler did to Jews”, “Homo go home”, and throw stones, bottles or vegetables at the supporters of Equality marches. In 2006, the Polish Public Prosecutor’s office launched an investigation after receiving a video recording from a private neo-Nazi party which was attended by All-Polish Youth members – including Leokadia Wiacek. Wiacek is a personal assistant of Maciej Giertych - a member of the European Parliament (and father of Roman Giertych). Following the investigation, Leokadia Wiacek was expelled from All-Polish Youth. Roman Giertych and his League of Polish Families also attempted to distance themselves from All-Polish Youth.
National-Radical Camp was established in 2005, by the National Revival of Poland – an organization whose members ally themselves with the work carried out by pre-war National-Radical Camp activists. This movement is extremely anti-European, anti-Semitic, homophobic, nationalistic, racist and xenophobic. It also preaches a strictly fundamentalist type of Catholicism to its members. The manifesto of the National Revival of Poland contains a sentence stating that “Jews will be removed from Poland, and their possessions will be confiscated” – a statement taken directly from Hitler’s Mein Kampf. The official greeting used in the party is the same raised-arm gesture that had been used by Hitler’s Nazi party.
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The National Revival of Poland was established in 1981, only one month before martial law was introduced throughout the country by its communist government. Founded at an illegal, anti-communist, nationalist youth discussion forum, the National Revival of Poland was profoundly anti-communist from the very beginning. Its members claim to be part of a reincarnation of the pre-war National-Radical Camp, an anti-Semitic youth organisation which had been banned in 1934. National Revival of Poland proclaims that the fight against, what they perceive as, the current “demoliberal system” is a necessary step to take on the way to a National Revolution. Since 1992, it has been registered as a political party. In 2001, National Revival of Poland’s membership was estimated at five hundred, although the party’s present leadership claims that this number has tripled, to over one thousand five hundred. The majority of National Revival of Poland’s membership is made up of ‘skinheads’. National Revival of Poland has co-organised anti-communist strikes and demonstrations, and is responsible for editing and publishing illegal (underground) newspapers, brochures and magazines. Of those magazines, Jestem Polakiem (I am a Pole) was the first nationalist underground magazine to ever be published in Poland. In 1985, National Revival of Poland had founded the underground publishing house I am a Pole (Jestem Polakiem), which published more than one hundred books, brochures and magazines. 
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Those included: Szczerbiec (the name of Polish royal coronation sword), Mlodziez Narodowa (National Youth), Mysl (The Thought) and Biuletyn Narodowego Odrodzenia Polski (The Bulletin of National Revival of Poland). Following the collapse of the communist regime in 1989, the publishing house was closed.
The manifesto of the National Revival of Poland includes the following:

· The interests of the Polish nation come before everything.

· Minimal governmental bureaucracy. 

· A pledge to end conscription and instead introduce a voluntary army. 

· The party is pro-life and thus opposes euthanasia and abortion. 

· It is against same-sex marriage and LGBT 
 adoption. 

· Strong opposition to EU and NATO. 

· Supports ‘De-communization’ and Lustration. 

· It postulates a return to capital punishment. 

· It is opposes any form of socialism or liberalism within the moral and economic way of life. 
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In March 2000, in Lodz (central Poland), swastikas and the slogan “Jews out!” were spray-painted onto the home of Marek Edelman - deputy commander of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and the last of its leaders still living. 
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The incident was condemned by the President and Prime Minister of Poland, who both sent Edelman letters of support and apology. National Revival of Poland also expressed support for the bombing of Israel at the time of the Israel-Lebanon conflict in 2006, and published a poster with the words “Bombs on Israel - it's about time!” On August 13 2006, the leader of National Revival of Poland, Adam Gmurczyk, published a declaration on behalf of the party’s Executive Council titled “Israel must be destroyed!” (“Izrael musi zostac zniszczony!”). He also called for the introduction of an international military force that would: a) be placed on Jewish territory b) have complete control over Israel c) make Jerusalem a free city d) put administrative control of Israel in the hands of the Catholic Church’s Pope Benedict XVI and his successors. The movement also conducted a campaign called Forbid Homosexuality – in reaction to the activities of homosexual movement’s in Poland. And on April 14th 2007, in Krakow (southern Poland), anti-Semitic slogans were shouted and fascist gestures made by the participants of a demonstration organised by the National Revival of Poland. An investigation by the Public Prosecutor’s Office was launched but later closed on November 26 2007, as no perpetrators were identified. On July 3, 1998, the community centre for Roma people in Lodz was broken into and vandalised. Swastikas, along with slogans such as “Send Gypsies to the gas chambers” and “Lynch all gypsies” were daubed on the walls. National Revival of claimed the responsibility for the attack.

National-Radical Camp has a Latin maxim quoted on their website: “Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori”, which means that dying for your country is both noble and honourable. There is also a citation from Jan Mosdorf 
 - “We are fanatics, for only fanatics achieve great things”. National-Radical Camp, just like All-Polish Youth, regards itself as an ideological and educational social movement whose responsibility it is to educate the Polish youth.
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In May 1921, battles between German Freikorps forces and Polish, or more accurately, Silesian insurgents, took place in Silesia. On May 2nd 2008, on St. Anne Mountain, which sits in the region where the 1921 battle had taken place, two members of National-Radical Camp were arrested by local police officers, just after the former had laid a wreath beneath a monument commemorating the Silesian Uprising of 1921 – whilst saluting the structure with the Roman, raised-arm gesture used by the Nazis. The case has been handed down to the Regional Public Prosecutor’s Office in Opole. Both activists – aged twenty-four and twenty-eight – are accused of the deliberate propagation of fascist ideology (a serious crime in Poland). Police also arrested two youngsters connected with National-Radical Camp (seventeen and eighteen years old), who had been distributing leaflets containing anti-Semitic language. One of the offenders has already admitted his guilt and been sentenced to four months imprisonment (plus eighty hours of community service). Another juvenile pleaded ‘not guilty’ and is awaiting a separate trial. Moreover, two members of a national, anti-clerical and neo-pagan organisation named Zadruga were arrested for holding a flag aloft that bore an eagle and swastika sign. Both will presumably stand on trial.
Blood & Honour is a neo-Nazi organization functioning in Poland, as well as several other European countries. The organisation established a database portal (WEBSITE?) called Redwatch (the Polish site address is www.redwatch.info) which was shut down by the FBI (on several occasions. However, it continues to rise out of the ashes each time and be re-launched. Redwatch was created to target anarchists, Leftists, homosexuals, feminists, anti-fascists, representatives of national minorities and immigrants. Photographs and personal data belonging to the activists of the aforementioned movements have been placed on the Redwatch portal. There is also a quotation from Ian Stuart Donaldson (the vocalist and frontman of Skrewdriver – a British punk rock and ‘skinhead’ band) placed on the portal’s main page: “Remember places, traitors’ faces, they’ll all pay for their crimes”. Blood & Honour propagates anti-Semitism, homophobia, Nazism, racism, xenophobia, among other things. The movement is also connected to a British neo-Nazi terrorist organisation named Combat 18. They are extremely aggressive and dangerous.

In April 2008, a footballer from LKS Lodz, named Arkadiusz Mysona, was suspended by the Polish Football Association for offensive behaviour for wearing a t-shirt (following a match with Widzew Lodz) which bore the inscription: “Death to a Wijewish 
 whore” (“Smierc Zydzewskiej kurwie”). After the incident, the player claimed that he had obtained the t-shirt from a fan and put it on without being aware of the inscription. 
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In May 2008, a group of Jagiellonia Bialystok football supporters – during a match against Legia Warsaw – held an enormous banner inscribed with: “Roger 
 – you will never be a Pole”. The letter ‘o’ in the word ‘Pole’ was changed into a Celtic cross
. The Legia player to which the inscription was referring to had just received Polish citizenship and was due to play for the Polish national team at, what was then, the upcoming Euro Championships in Austria and Switzerland.
Incidents of a homophobic, racist or xenophobic nature happen regularly in Poland. Fortunately, only a tiny minority of society purports such outdated attitudes, though it is imperative that the majority continuously fight to counter these offensive acts.
In May 2008, a high school teacher from Bialystok, Anna Kloza, received the Irena Sendlerowa Award
 “for mending the world”. 
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Anna Kloza is the Polish language teacher at High School 6 in Bialystok. Her interests include Jewish culture, language, tradition and tragedy (The Holocaust). She has established an association called Friends of Jewish Culture. Two years ago, her photograph was posted, along with her telephone number, onto the Redwatch website. Afterwards she received a letter from Marek Edelman, who offered words of comfort to her
. Despite the threats she continues to receive, she has decided to continue her work and her activities.
Article 13 of the Polish Constitution states: “Political parties and other organisations whose programmes are based upon totalitarian methods and the modes of activity of Nazism, fascism and communism, as well as those whose programmes or activities sanction racial or national hatred, the application of violence for the purpose of obtaining power or to influence State policy, or operate their own structure or membership in secrecy, shall be prohibited”. And Articles 255 to 258 of the Penal Code clearly states the punishment for committing nationalistic, racist, violent and xenophobic acts. Yet it would appear, given the evidence presented here, that this legislation is not enough, and more effective and preventative legal measures should be passed.

Rafal Pankowski, a Member of the Board of UNITED for Intercultural Action organization – a European anti-racist network with headquarters in Amsterdam, Holland – is an author of several books and articles on issues such as neo-fascism, racism and xenophobia. Pankowski believes that Polish law is no worse than the law in Western European countries. The real problem in Poland, according to him, is that the courts and prosecutors’ offices very often – too often in Pankowski’s opinion – judge the aforementioned acts to be of negligible social harmfulness, and do not sentence the accused offenders. He also claims that, in Poland, there are very good conditions for Western racist organizations - and others of their ilk - to build infrastructures that will better place them for influencing young Western people. And that pattern, surely, should cause alarm amongst all of us.
The study was sponsored by the International Visegrad Fund.
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http://www.visegradfund.org/
Piotr Sedziak, Krzysztof Leonczuk

NGO’s Support Centre in Bialystok
(Osrodek Wspierania Organizacji Pozarzadowych)
�   The National Revival of Poland (Narodowe Odrodzenie Polski) is a far-Right, Third positionist, nationalist political party harbouring (OR PURPORTING?) anti-Semitic views. It is a member of the European National Front and a co-founder of the International Third Position.


� Roman Giertych, a grandson of Jedrzej Giertych, is a Polish politician, lawyer and historian. He was a Member of Parliament from 2001 to 2007, and held the position of Deputy Prime Minister, as well as Minister of National Education, from 5th May 2006 to 13th August 2007. He is also a former President of the anti-European, nationalistic party – League of Polish Families (Liga Polskich Rodzin).


�     LGBT is an acronym referring collectively to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender/transsexual people.


�     Jan Mosdorf was a leader of the pre-war National-Radical Camp and was murdered in Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp in 1943.


�   Wijewish is ‘Widzew’ and ‘Jewish’ shortened and joined together (in Polish: ‘Zyd’ plus ‘Widzew’ give Zydzew). Widzew Lodz is the fierce rival of LKS Lodz.


�      Roger Guerreiro, a Brazilian and Polish (since April 17, 2008) footballer who plays for Legia Warsaw.


�     The celtic cross is a symbol that has been adopted by white nationalists and neo-fascists.


�     Irena Sendlerowa was a Polish heroine who saved approx. two thousand five hundred Jewish children from the Warsaw Jewish Ghetto during the Second World War. She passed away on 12th May 2008, at the age of 98 years.


�    Marek Edelman wrote: “Fascism is an ideology of hatred. And we are in favour of an ideology of love” (a citation taken from an interview given by Anna Kloza to a local newspaper Teraz Bialystok – Now Bialystok, 8th May 2008).
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